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Ray of execution
for Heygate fish
ELEPHANT & CASTLE: A
shoal of fish on the Heygate
Estate have been given a ‘ray’ of
execution after the council
agreed not to kill them off – for
the time being.
Last remaining leaseholders on the
estate complained that the fish
would have no ‘plaice’ to go and
demanded that the council leave the
pond life alone, after two officers
arrived to confiscate the pond pump
and threatened to fill the pond in.
After agreeing to ‘mullet’ over, the
council decreed that the fish ‘can
stay for the time being’.
However, their long term future is
still uncertain and they ‘cod’ still
face eviction subject to a further
‘herring’.
Councillor Fiona Colley, Cabinet
Member for Regeneration, said: "We
will monitor the general health and
safety on this site prior to demolition
works taking place to ensure that the
site remains safe for the remaining
residents."

BERMONDSEY GIRL Grace
Jones has become the oldest
person in the UK at the grand old
age of 112.
Born in Bermondsey Wall East on
December 7 1899 – during the reign
of Queen Victoria – she is now the
only Brit left to have lived in three
centuries.
She assumed the mantle from Violet
Wood, who sadly passed away in
Whitstable on February 29.
Violet was born on September 2
1899, just three months before Grace.
Despite her good innings, Grace still
has some way to becoming the oldest
Briton on record.
The holder of that title, Charlotte
Hughes, lived to be 115-years and 228
days-old in 1993.
Friend and local MP for Bermondsey
and Old Southwark Simon Hughes
paid tribute to Grace’s longevity.
He said: “I have known Grace well
for a number of years and she never
ceases to amaze me. Her passion for
life, and the occasional glass of sherry,
remains impressive.”
Grace has outlived her entire family
and many of her friends and is cared
for by neighbours on her Bermondsey
estate.
She has lived in the area all her life
and worked for a time in the office at
the Peek Frean's Biscuit Factory in

Drummond Road.
She was once engaged but never
married, because her young fiancé
was tragically killed during the First
World War.
After that, she turned down all
marriage proposals in favour of
looking after her mother and siblings.

Grace celebrated her 112th birthday
in December last year, but has had a
difficult time since then, with her
home being burgled twice.
A man has been arrested in
connection with one of the burglaries
and is due to stand trial at Woolwich
Crown Court later this year.
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Teen pregnancies
lowest in a decade
THE NUMBER of teen pregnancies
in Southwark is at its lowest for
more than a decade, according to
figures published today.
Data released by the Office for
National Statistics for 2010 shows a
dramatic drop in teenage pregnancy
rates, which were amongst the highest in
the country previously.
Southwark Council said the drop
highlighted how efforts to reduce
teenage pregnancy in the borough were
working.
According to the ONS there were 192
conceptions in Southwark by those
under eighteen in 2010 compared to 233
in 2009 and 318 in 1998.
The reduction of 126 conceptions over
the last decade is equivalent to more
than four classes of girls not becoming
pregnant. Overall there has been a 39
per cent reduction in teenage
pregnancies since 1998 - outstripping
the national reduction rate of 24 per cent
and London rate of 27 per cent.
Southwark’s relative position has
improved to the fifth highest rate in
London and eighteenth nationally for
tackling teenage pregnancies.
This is a major improvement on 2009
when Southwark had the highest
teenage conception rates in London and
the fourth highest nationally.
Cllr Catherine McDonald, Southwark's
cabinet member for children’s services,
said: "I am delighted that the rate is
falling. I set up a community-led
Teenage Pregnancy Commission to
advise the council on what more we
could do to reduce teenage pregnancies and we are implementing their
recommendations.”
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